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CASSANDRA LAFFEY GETS A
HEADS-UP ABOUT HATS FROM

LOCAL MILLINER BETTINA NEILSON.

| HAD TWO school hats: a summer siraw hat and a
fedt version for winter, They spent the majority of the
ime squashed In my schoolbag or In my hand, but
at least they fared befier than the siraw boaters at
my brother's school which were Inevitably punched
through the dome 1o create a fip-1op effect.

lronically Brisbane miliner Bettina Nellson hated
her St Rita's school hat 100, “Brown and creami®
che says and wrinkles her nose. But lucklly for
headwear aficionados, her love of sewing, nurured
by her two grandmothers, led 10 a TAFE cenlficale
in milinery. After creating hats and fascinators
through word of mouth, she launched Betiina
Millinery In 2010 retalling through elsy.com and
In.cub8r In The Valley. Betiina now wears one of
her handmade hats or an elegant clip every day.

“| Just love hats — | just feal pretty
wearing hats,” she says.

Inspired by vintage styles from the '20s
and '30s and more recently the '50s, Bettina
creales bespoke cocklall hats, fascinators
and headwear accessories using vintage
millinery supplles, antique brooches and
exquisiie fabrics for one-of-kind pleces.

“l ke silks - they're beautiful and so lovaly
10 work with or fefts. The best part Is getting
the block - It's a real frade. You have 10 steam
[the fabric], and siretch It and there's lots of

hammering and nalling going on and then

“Paa Groan” feit
peaked cap $180

siiffening — | fove the whole process,” she says,
International customers form the majority of
her wedding headwear cllentele, especially In
England and New York where nuptial headpleces
are de rigeur for brides and guests allke.
Bettina noles American brides favour the Jackle
Kennedy-style plibox hats with a matching
fascinator or headband for thelr bridesmalds
that she can create 10 sull 8 colour or theme.
Bettina says last year's royal wedding highlighted
the art of millinery and while she does have an
opinion on Princess Bearrice's Philip Treacy
creation (“The shape of the hat was Interesting and
It's a good structure but the colour didn't sult her
al all.”), the jaunty burgundy female-style fedora
she wears (o our Intendew was Inspired instead
by fashion fave K-Middy's Christmas Day hat.
Inspired 1o revisit headwear, | try on one of
Betftina's creations and a curous transformation
takes place — | stand taller, automatically
correcting my posture and lengthening my
neck, almost ke a finishing touch. Bettina
says I's a siance she's ofien cbserved.
*And if you don't [stand proud] i's
the wrong hat for you, take [t offf”™
she laughs.
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