
 
 
 
 
 
 



     



7 Steps to buying an old Piano...  

Pianos do not last forever, as many people 
think they do.. Unfortunately, pianos continue to 
put out some kind of sound long after major 
repairs are necessary.  The music produced by 
a piano is only as good as the piano itself and 
the condition of the piano depends on the 
condition of thousands of parts!..  To begin your 
evaluation of the piano you intend to buy, 
1. Pull the piano from the wall to see if any glue 
joints of the backing frame and cabinet are 
coming apart. 
 
2, If the backing frame is falling apart, decide 
weather if not the piano is really worth complete 
disassembly, major woodworking and re-gluing. 
 
3. Is the cabinet acceptable as is?.. 
Re-Finishing a piano with a smooth piano finish 
is much more work than re-finishing other 
furniture. (Your piano technician can advise 
you where to go for piano re-polishing is this 
service is unavailable). 
Re-finishing with Polyester NOT French polish 
will give you the best endurance & finish. 
 
4. Are sections of the soundboard warped away 
from the ribs?.. 
Small cracks aren't important, but large ones 
are usually accompanied by loose sections of 
soundboard which make the piano sound like a 
bad loudspeaker. If the other parts of the piano 
are in good condition, turn your attention to the 
strings and the tuning pins... 
 
5. Are the Bass strings reasonably clean, or are 
they caked with dirt and corrosion?.... 
 
6. Are the treble strings, pressure bar and 
tuning pins so rusty, the strings will break 
during tuning?... 
A certain amount of tarnish isn't serious, but 
actual rust means the piano should be re-
strung.  
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